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ADVERTISEMEN I. 


HE author of the following pamphlet, is a country gentle- 

man, and of a life exceedingly retired ; and from that courſe, 
had never read the Anatomy of a late Negociation, &c. and he can 
aflure the public, that if he had been ſo happy as to have ſooner 
read that ſenſible and ſpirited performance, he had never troubled 
them or himſelf with this publication, Nevertheleſs, he is ſo con- 
vinced that gratitude to the beſt of Princes, ſubmiſſion to his Go- 
vernment, and confidence | in his adminiſtration, are eſſential to his 
own happineſs, and neceſſary to the public good, that he feels an 
uninterrupted ſatisfaction in ſeeing theſe principles maintained by 
another, with a ſtrength of reaſon, and urged with a ſpirit, and a 
force, greatly ſuperior to any thing he can pretend to: And he ſup- 
poſes, that the worthy author will himſelf be pleaſed to. ſee his 
own ſentiments likely to become more general; and diffuſing a chear- 


ful obedience to Government through every order of the State. 
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TO T H E 
GENTLEMEN of the OPPos1TION. 


THEN EVER 1 ſos the principles 15 men and 


their conduct ſo little of a piece, that it is im- 


poſſible to reconcile them to each other, or either of 
them to reaſon and common ſenſe, I conclude that there 
is ſomething wrong either in the head or in the heart. 
Now if this ſhould appear to be your :cale, 1 ſhould 
certainly attribute it to the firſt of theſe - for having the 
honour to know many of the Members of the Oppoſition, 


1 know alſo, that they are truly animated with a very 
laudable zeal for the public good; and, as common fame 
- bears the ſame good teſtimony to the characters of many 
others of your body, good manners requires me to be- 
lieve it. But the misfortune lies here, that moſt follow- 
ers of a party pin their faith blindly upon the leaders, 

and run ſuch lengths as they never once thought of at 
B ſetting 


 * 1 
ſetting out; and, when they come to ſee the conſe- 
quences, abhor from their very hearts; and too often 
repent, when it is too late. J have ſeen a flock of ſheep, 
without ſeeing one inch before them, run, and ruſh, and 
jump in the ſame place, and in the ſame manner over 
any ſtick, or over none, juſt as a few leading bell- 
wethers of the Hock have done before them; and a flock 

ſheep 1s very much like an oppoſition - and moſt of 
SY you will think ſo too, when the — 


comes up to the 


price of your leaders, and the Fgure dancers of the party 
are left alone. 


But if the experience you have already had of theſe 
men (for 1 moſt of your leaders if not all have been i in power 
long enough to be known) will be no warning to you, I 
am ſure you will take no warning, though a man were 
to riſe from the dead ; and to tell you the truth, Ido 
not de fire to riſe from the dead to tell you any thing, 
much leſs to tell you what I have heard many of you 
ſay a hundred times yourſelves. And indeed 1 expect 
10 live many years to laugh at your ſimplicity, when you 
have recovered your eye-fight enough to behold the many 
9. abſur- 
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abſurdities, that theſe filly engagements have run you 


into, Let me give you a ſample o or two of them. 


The get that are juſt gone off before you, oppoſed 
the Government, and the preſent eſtabliſnment with a 
their might and power; and vilifyed every man that 
faithfully adhered to them (yet with the graveſt and moſt 
ſolemn declarations of diſintereſtedneſ and, believe them, 
they were the only patriots, nay what was merrier, the 
beſt ſubjects in the world, only they diſtreſſed their 
country as much as they Pee could with their divi- 


ſions, and loaded their $—— with abuſes. But did 
ſuch ſhallow pretences paſs upon you? nay you called 


them Jacobites, and perſecuted them as enemies equally 
to the conſtitution, and the revolution, the preſent eſta- 
bliſhment, and the public good ; yet you tread in the 
very ſame ſteps, only go much greater lengths in them, 
(for I think they never went ſo far as to call their K— an 
infamous liar) and yet you boldly call yourſelves W higs. 

Will you vouchſafe to tell me by what rule in logick, 

from premiſes the ſame, you can draw concluſions alto- 


gether Giaerent 7 N ay what is as ſtrange, only if poſſible, 
Lak ftilt 


3. 


ſtill more unjuſt; call men all the bad names you could 


think of, for oppoſing the Government, and then when 
they oppoſe it no longer, but do all they can to ſupport it, 
abuſe them for this, juſt as much, or more, than you 
did before for the contrary. Vou may do as you pleaſe, 
but I aſſure you that neither the intimacy I have had, 
nor the regard I ſhall ever retain for many of you; no, 
nor the bad offices done me by the other fide (and ſurely 
no man hath more to complain of than 1 have) ſhall ever 
prevail upon me to flatter you, or to be party myſelf, 
ina a practice equally unjuſt and uncandid, 


But the power of the Crown is grown dangerous to 
our liberties.” I think it would be an affront to your un- 
derſtanding to belicve you are ſerious, when you ſay it: 
Laſt year, (I am ſure it is no longer ago, though you 
ſeem to have forgot it) a few men of callings no way 
fitted to make Stateſmen, met in one Common Council, 
and very deliberately ſat themſelves above the legiſlature of 
their Country, and ſeemed equally aſtoniſhed and af- 
fronted, to find that the K— payed greater attention 
to the reſolutions of P. 


than to their indigeſted opi- 
nion. This is one inſtance of the dreadful power of 
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Government: Another you yourſelves ſupply me with, 
at the very time you are declaiming about it. For to 
be ſure the power of that Government muſt be moſt tre- 
mendous, where two or three hundred ſubjects can meet 
together, with an avowed deſign to act in Oppoſition to 
it; and can go on to aſſemble openly for that purpoſe, 
and without any let or moleſtation from that very Go- 
vernment againſt which they avowedly aſſemble : With 
due ſubmiſſion to your ſuperior ſkill in paradoxes, L 
ſhould have thought that this had been a proof that the 
Government we live under, had too little power rather 
than too much, and wanted ſome encreaſe of authority 
to preſerve that order, at leaſt that decency, without 
which no Government can ſabſiſt; nor can this ſtand 
long upon ſuch a footing. But 1 ee myſelf, the 
wine at the Coterie is good, and you are pleaſed, in 
your cups, to make merry with the fimplicity of your 
followers; for nothing elſe, I am ſure, can account for 
the folly of aſcribing too much power to the Govern- 
ment we live under. But take care your friends, the 
mob, do not find out you laugh at them, left like a 
wounded elephant they ſhould turn upon their friends, 
and you thould be routed by the very bealts you trained 

C up 
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[ 10 1 
up yourſelves; nay upon which you chiefly depended 


for the deſtruction of your enemies. 


I own it does one good to hear you upon the chapter 


of liberty, you ſay ſo many pretty things; not that I, 


or wee or any body elſe underſtand what you would be 


t; but that, with you oreat orators, is a ſmall matter. 
I 167 you yourſelves out of compliment, becauſe I ob- 
ferve in ſpeaking of liberty, you ſpeak in terms only ap- 
plicable to times long ſince paſt, though as if you 
thought them applicable to the preſent; which you muſt 


do either through 1 ignorance or with an intent to deceive 


others; 3 which laſt, being the profeſſed end and intent 
of oratory, may be reaſonably ſuppoſed, to be the chief 


end and intent of thoſe who pride themſelves upon that 


talent ; though ſuch a deſign I will not attribute to any 
of you, till you are pleaſed to attribute it to yourſelves, 
becauſe I am not perfectly ſatisfied in my own mind, as 


to the laudability of the profefſion of common cheats, or 
demagogues, as the antients call them. But it is clear 


that our forefathers, in their idea of liberty, included 
ſecurity for the perſon and property as eſſential to it; 
and it is as clear, that your leaders were never any friends to 


4 8 either, 
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either, but have been, when out of place, as much ens- 
A mies to the ſecurity of the perſon, as deſtructive to 


mens property, when in: What I mean is this, that 


when out of place, they have inceſſantly urged the 


„ people to deſpiſe the Government they lived under, and 

| to ſet the laws of their Country at defiance; and again, 
when in power, have ſpent half the income, and pawned 
fifteen parts in twenty of the principal of the whole 
landed intereſt, in quarrels, in which the landed intereſt 
had nothing to do; and what is worſe, in quarrels, by 
which the ruin of the landed intereſt muſt be entirely 

compleated, for the ſake of enriching a fe individuals 
who contribute little or nothing to the common expence. ” 
In my time, therefore, that is from the political demiſe of 
Lord Orford, till the natural one of a late King, ſcarce 
a year hath gone round without ſome fignal outrage 

_ againſt the perſonal ſecurity of the ſubject, or without 
the extinction of his property; and therefore, all your 
encomiums upon the liberty of thoſe times, is a moſt 
ſtupid cheat upon yourſelves, or a very wicked one upon 
other people; of which alternative, pray take your 
choice: But for myſelf : and all that belong to me, I do 


diſclaim all ſuch liberty, which can ſerve no better a pur- 
poſe 


} 
q 
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poſc than to plunder mens property, and to break their 


heads. I here crave leave to make a ſhort digreſſion: 
your molt furious demagogue is very emphatically called, 


and with no ſmall elevation of creſt, the miniſter of the 


mob; and, I think, very juſtly, for to them alone he 
oweth all his importance, and his value, and his price, 


which hath been a good one. But ſhall I be bold to 
aſſe, by what right or title, or by what property of our 


conſtitution, (for which you all profeſs to have ſo great 


a value) the mob are entitled to make or unmake Mini- 
ſters of State? and when you have anſwered me that 


queſtion, I will beg the ſolution of one difficulty more, 
by what means the mob become qualified to take upon 


them ſo difficult an election, which hath puzzle a the 


wiſeſt and the beſt of Princes? But I muſt warn you 


before-hand, that 1 will not admit of the vox populi, 


for the vox dei, in any other ſenſe than of power; in 


which, I do confeſs, there! is but too much reſemblance 3 


for truly it 1s almoſt, if not quite as impoſlible to ſtop the 


torrent of a mob, and to make them ſubmit to order 
and decency, or to liſten to the dictates of ſobriety and 
common ſenſe ; as to oppoſe the act of God by any ef- 


forts of human power and wit : But to compare the un- 


changeable 


„ 
changeable word of the God of righteouſneſs and truth, 
to the voice of a lying and fooliſh multitude, (as all mobs 
are) I do aver to be a moſt impious and horrid blaſphemy, 
and worthy only of the devil and his angels. I aſk your 
pardon, for talking of ſuch a diſagreeable ſubject as the 
devil, before you and the mob; and therefore I will re- 
turn again to my ſubject. e 


1 think, A intimated juſt now, t that the liberty of my 


FT days had ſerved no other purpoſes but to deſpoil the pro- 


perty, or inſult the perſons of mankind : TI now do re- 
tract that miſtake, which 1 hope will convince you 


Gentlemen of the Oppoſition of my candor : and tempt = 


you, aſter my example, to own yourſelves in the wrong, 
5 when you know it. 1 had really forgot one benefit of 

the wonderful liberty of my days, I mean the uſe it has 

been of to raiſe the importance, the value, and the price 
of patriots; as particularly in one I have lately men- 

tioned. But though this trade has been very beneficial to 
ſome particulars, I have ſome fears that it will not be 
found ſo beneficial to the public ; and I have ſcarce met 
with above one man in a million, that was not convinced it 
would ſoon be our ruin, at the rats we go on, But whether 


D that 
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that trade is likely to be put upon a better footing, by 
the meaſures you purſue, is worthy to be thought of by 
vou. Now if your numbers increaſe, (and if you have no 
hopes of that, where is the uſe of your oppoſition) your 
importance will of courſe encreaſe with it; and ſome of 
your number (thoſe who are of the moſt importance) muſt 


be bought off at any rate, and you can tell without being 
conjurers, who is to find the caſh: Your leaders then, 


who are to {et the price, and thoſe of your party that have 


little | or nothing to loſe, may chance to be gainers by 
an Oppoſition ; 3 but you that have good fortunes, and 
noble patrimonics, would do well to look how far you 
go, before you go too far; 3 and are forced at laſt to pay 
the forfeit of your own indiſcretion: and were you alone 
to pay the forfeit, it would be well enough, and all men 
would laugh heartily ; ; but the misfortune 1 is, that though 
you may be ſingular in your folly, millions of innocent 


and wiſer people, muſt be involved in your puniſhment. 


It is a moſt provoking thing, to hear you ſetting your- 
ſelves off for friends to the Revolution. Let me tell you, 
that the ineſtimable benefits this nation derives from that 
; glorious event, (and the many more it might have de- 
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rived from it, had that tree of life been cultivated with 
half the care, or half the ſkill, or half the honeſty of 
thoſe men that planted it;) deſerve the moſt grateful. 


and reſpectful acknowledgments from every Engliſh- 
man; and it ill becomes any man, however great or im- 
portant he may think himſelf, to proſtitute a word, ſa- 
cred to every lover of his Country, to purpoſes of ſelf- 
intereſt and corruption. But let my honeſt Countrymen 
remember, that it is not every one that fayeth, Lord 
Lord! that ſhall e enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but 
he that doeth the will of my. Father which is in Heaven, 
It is not every one that calleth himſelf a Whig, for reaſons 
equally unknown to himſelf, and every other man; but 
he that, like a Whig, acteth a ſteady and uniform part, 
for the benefit of his Country. Now call to mind the 
tranſactions of the laſt twenty years, during which time 
the preſent Oppoſition were in power and employment; 

and all you that, during that time, have found your- 
ſelves advantaged, give your vote for the preſent Oppo- 
ſition as Whigs; and all you that have found yourſelves | 
the poorer, and in the worſe plight, do you vote againſt 
them as no Whigs; and then we ſhall ſee what a pitiful 
figure theſe new Whigs and Revolution men will make : 
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thing the true principle of good Government, and the 


EY 


And how much ſtronger would the ſhame of theſe men 


be, if you were to conſider them on the fide of pro- 
priety and conſiſtency of character, ſo peculiar to all true 


Whigs; fance, if you except a certain noble Duke, and 


two or three of his followers, there are not twenty men, 


in the preſent Oppoſition, that hath not been of twenty 
minds, in twenty parties, in the ſpace of twenty years; 
what did I ſay, Twenty years? nay, in twenty months, 
and I might go on, and fay twenty days, were I to con- 


fine what I fay, to your great demagogue and his diſ- 
ciples. In ſhort, I will take upon me to ſay, that the 
15 chriſtian world hath not ſuffered more from the un- 


0 chriſtian manners of its own members, nor been more 


fcandalized i in the eyes of Infidels, than this nation hath 


in its eſſential intereſts, and the Revolution itſelf, in the 
opinion of its enemies, by the conduct of Miniſters who 


have profeſſed themſelves Whigs, and at the ſame time 
acted in direct oppoſition to the principles of the Revolu- 


tion; and ſome of them are now the loudeſt mouths i in 
your club. 


Government by juſt and equal laws is, if I know any 


vital 


L271 
vital principle of the Revolution. Mark now well what 
I fay: If depopulating one Country to get another un- 
inhabited one: If ſpending, I know not how many, mil- 
lions for a ſmuggler's ears; and twice as many more in a 
diſpute, neither of the diſputants had any thing to do 
with : If cruſhing down to the very ground, one whole 
order of the community with a burden too heavy for 
them to bear, and which they were no way intereſted, 
nor could be benefited, by bearing: If loading the chief, 
the natural intereſt of the kingdom, with the main bur- 
then of a war, that muſt inevitably end in their own 
proper ruin, if it ſucceeded : If forcing fifteen parts of 
the community to ſell and pawn themſelves, and their 
poſterity, to the uſe and behoof of the other four; and 
for leſs than a pepper corn revt, {for theſe are the worthy 
actions, that have marked * annals of your leaders 
multiform adminiſtrations and if theſe are juſt and equal, 
then arc your Chicts good Whigs, and true friends to the 
Revolution. But if, on the contrary, ſuch meaſures are 
neither cqual, nor juſt, nor wiſe; but impolitic and 
oppreſſive, then have they, patrons of ſuch meaſures, juſt 
as much reaſon to call themſelves Whigs, as Lucifer has 
to call himſelf a cherubim of Heaven. 
E I am 


E 

I am quite out of humour with theſe pretenders, be- 
cauſe I have been long convinced, that all the diviſions 
amongſt us, and all the miſchiefs thoſe diviſions have be- 
got, have entirely proceeded from the abuſe of calling 
bad things by good names. For the good of the public 
therefore, I ſhall in a thor: time, publiſh an explanation 
of certain words which men are eternally differing about, 
though they are the very words, about which all man- 
kind ought, for their own ſakes, to be agreed. Such are 
the conſtitution, the laws, revolution principles, liberty, 
the public good, and ſuch like; and 1 have no doubt, 


but I ſhall make it fully appear, that not any one of theſe 
words have been underſtood, or at leaſt, regarded by any 


miniſter or patriot for twenty years laſt paſt, 


But apropos, 1 have heard that you value yourſelves to 
the public, upon the examples of your anceſtors, and 
the active part they bore in the Revolution. 1 own this 
was a good reaſon for them to boaſt; but I do not ſee 
what ſort of merit you derive from their actions: Beſides, 
I muſt caution you againſt bringing their example into 
full light, for fear the public ſhould make compariſons, 


not much to your credit : And take care you do not fall 


into 


10] 

into the error of ſome phyſicians of my acquaintance, 
who wanting the ſagacity of Ratcliff, ape his manners; 
and make up in rudeneſs what they want in ſkill: And 
to ſuppoſe Oppoſition is neceſſary to make you like your 
anceſtors, is a miſtake exactly of the ſame piece. It was 
the lot, the misfortune of your anceſtors, to live | in times 
when the pretenſions of the Crown were incompatible 
with the public welfare ; and conſequently, an Oppoſi- 
fition became unavoidable : But, I think, there are few 
circumſtances of the bloody tragedy of the laſt century, 
which a good or wiſe man, would with to ſee revived 
in this; and I acquit you of any ſuch deſign, for I be- 
lieve that very few of you have any views beyond private 
intereſt ; and thoſe that have not that view, have I dare 
ſay, none at all. Yet it is certain, that when men 
firſt enter into abate of this ſort, they ſeldom know be- 
fore-hand, what lengths they may afterwards be com- 
pelled to go: And it is probable, that the patriots of the 
- firſt Charles's days, (even Cromwell himſelf) never thought, 
at the firſt, of dipping their hands in the blood of their 
Sovereign; though a principle of ſecurity for themſelves, | 
reconciled them afterwards to this laſt dreadful act: 

And as little, I ſuppoſe, did the diſcontented nobility 
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and gentry think that they were raiſing a ſtorm, in which 


their fortunes, and powers, and honours, would become 


the lawful plunder, and themſelves the veryeſt ſlaves, of 
the vileſt and moſt contemptible of their fellow citizens; 
yet when the ſtorm was Once raiſed, 1t was not to be 
ſtoped, till it had ſwallowed up all that good men thought 8 
of value; and though by the Reſtoration, and a ſubſe- 


quent Revolution of Government, things were not only | 


reſtored to their former ſtate, but even put upon a far 


better footing than before; yet men cannot prudentiy 
reckon upon examples that, as far as 1 Know, have no 
parallels i in hiſtory, and are not to be accounted for upon 


any principle of human foreſight or policy ; : and really, 


I think, the virtue of the age I live in will not procure 
a miracle from God: And yet without one, and a great 
one too, I can foreſce nothing from your Oppoſition, 


but an encreaſe of thoſe miſchiefs which almoſt weigh 


_ down your unhappy Country ; even provided your diſ- 


putes go no farther than places or penſions. But ſhould 
theſe diſputes lead you into others, and you find your- 
ſelves, by the ſtarting of new incidents, the art of your 


leaders, by folly or by fury, forced on to leap over the 
bounds of duty you have ſet yourſelves, (if perhaps any 


of 


T ur } 
of you have ſet any bounds to yourſelves) then the total 
ruin of your Country muſt enſue; and you will entail | 
upon yourſelves and your poſterity, a Government, de- 
potick, and arbitrary. For, beſides that the preſent 
times are the very reverſe of thoſe which compelled your 

anceſtors to ſtru ggle with the eſtabliſhed Government; 
lor they fought not for power and wealth, but for their 
all) there is moreover a ſtrong reaſon, at this time, why 
you ſhould not oppoſe the Government, which, at hat 
time, did not ſubſiſt. I mean twenty thouſand idle men, 
| with empty bellies and empty pockets, and little to put 
into them; who probably would not remain, were both 
parties contented or deſirous that they ſhould remain, 
quiet (| pectators of the publick troubles; and indeed it has, 
at all times, been the fate of a corrupt and luxurious people, 
as you now are, with a well diſciplined army, which 
you now have, in all civil contentions, to fall under mili- 
tary Government by a train of very natural conſequences: W 
For it is natural, that men corrupted in wealth, and 
g enervated by eaſe and luxury, ſhould yield. to the com- 
mand of thoſe, who are leaſt corrupted and ener- 
vated; inured to fatigue and danger; familiar with dif- 
ficulties, and habituated to ſee and take all advantages 
vrhich times of danger and confuſion afford; that is, mi- 
—. litary 
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litary men: For zhey only, in other reſpes; as corrupt 
as any, yet by a natural effect of a military life, in 7he/e 
reſpects, remain the longeſt uncorrupted; and therefore, 
in the gene#al corruption of a State will be, always have 


been, at Jaſt ſuperior. The civil contentions at Rome, 


- juſt before that war, which put an end to the commons 
wealth, are a proof of what I mean, and an exact pic- 
ture of our times; (and by the bye, 1 wiſh the gentle- 
men of la Coterie would have a picture of thoſe times, 

hung up always before their eyes.) Now you very well 
know, that while ſelfiſh, greedy, ambitious and luxu- 
rious, arrogant and effeminate patricians were quarrel- 
ing about the public plunder; ; and all order and all de- 
cency ſet at nought by a petulant and over-ruling mob; 
the legions ſtept i in, and decided all their quarrels upon 
terms you are very well acquainted with, and I preſume 
would not find for. your advantage to experience; and 
though the Government; i in great meaſure, recovered it- 
ſelf under the wiſe and vigorous : adminiſtration of C ſar, 
yet the reſtleſs ambition of the chief men, ſpurred on a 
few honeſt, but miſtaken, patriots to take away that 
life, which alone could reſtore order and tranquillity to 
the State, already corrupted and broken: And upon his 


death, it immediately reverted into ai, confuſion, 
1 


pr O- 
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proſcriptions, and all the dreadful evils of meer military 
Government; the natural courſe, as I before told you, 
of depraved liberty, factious ambition, civil commotions, 
and military interpoſition. But if a Government, once 
ſplit between contending ambition and the ſword, could 
not be kept together by the ſevere and ſteady virtue of 
Cato; nor reſtored by the ſuperior underſtanding and 
genius of Cæſar; (for they both laboured to reſtore the Go- 
vernment, one by contending for the antient conſtitution ; 
though incompatible with the corruption of his times ; 
and the other for a different, perhaps an inferior form, 
yet ſuch alone as the degeneracy of the times would admit 
of:) I fay, if ſuch men as theſe ſunk under the difficulty, 
what muſt become of you, who are certainly, in all 
reſpects, greatly inferior to thoſe great and noble Ro- 
mans? Yet like bold Britons you have invited military 
men to take part with you, in your quarrels with the Go- 
vernment; and have, very officiouſly, taken part in one 
bol theirs. I think this compleats your modern ſyſtem of 
Revolution principles; and I aſſure you, without flattery, 
that I am perfectly aſtoniſhed at your wiſdom, conſiſ- 
tency, foreſight. 


I am, &c. 
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litary men: For they only, in other reſpects; as corrupt 


as any, yet by a natural effect of a military life, in heſe 


reſpects, remain the longeſt uncorrupted ; and therefore, 


in the general corruption of a State will be, always have 


been, at laſt ſuperior. The civil contentions at Rome, 


juſt before that war, which put an end to the common- 


wealth, are a proof of what I mean, and an exact pic- 
ture of our times: ; (and by the: bye, I wiſh the gentle- 
men of la Coterie would have a picture of thoſe times, 


hung up always before their eyes.) Now you very well 
know, that while ſelfiſh, greedy, ambitious and luxu- 


rious, arrogant and effeminate patricians were quarrel- 


ing about the public plunder ; 3 and all order and all de- 


cency ſet at nought by a petulant and over-ruling mob; 
the legions ſtept 1 in, and decided all their quarrels upon 


terms you are very well acquainted: with, and I preſume 


would not find for your advantage to experience; and 


though the Government, i in great meaſure, recovered i it- 


ſelf under the wiſe and vigorous adminiftration'of Cæſar, 5 
yet the reſtleſs ambition of the chief men, ſpurred on a 
few honeſt, but miſtaken, patriots to take away that 
life, which alone could reſtore order and tranquillity to 
the State, already corrupted and broken: And upon his 
death, it immediately reverted into anarchy, confuſion, 
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proſcriptions, and all the dreadful evils of meer military 
Government; the natural courſe, as I before told you, 
of depraved liberty, factious ambition, civil commotions, 
and military interpoſition. But if a Government, once 
ſplit between contending ambition and the ſword, could 
not be kept together by the ſevere and ſteady virtue of 
Cato; nor reſtored by the ſuperior underſtanding and 
genius of Ceſar ; : (for they both laboured to reſtore the Go- 
vernment, one by contending for the antient conftitut tion, 
though incompatible with the corruption of his times z 
and the other for a different, perhaps an inferior form, 
yet ſuch alone as the degeneracy of the times would admit 
of:) Ifay, if ſuch men as theſe ſunk under the difficulty, 
what muſt become of you, who are certainly, in all 
reſpects, greatly inferior to thoſe great and noble Ro- 
mans? Vet like bold Britons you have invited military 
men to take part with you, in your quarrels with the Go- 
vernment; and have, very officiouſly, taken part in one 
of theirs. I think this compleats your modern ſyſtem of 
Revolution principles; and J aſſure you, without flattery, 
that I am perfectly aſtoniſned at your wiſdom, conſiſ- 
tency, foreſight. 


I Am, &c. | 
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